Navigating the DMV….
Adult Edition
Courtesy of the:

The purpose of this document is to provide you
with an easy-to-follow guide to help you obtain
your license. You will be visiting the Connecticut
DMV to get your license, and this information
will help you ensure this process goes as
smoothly as possible.

DMV Requirements for Obtaining a
License

✓ Provide the DMV will the proper
identification (see the last page for
details)
✓ Pass a 25-question knowledge test
✓ Pass an eye test
✓ Fees: $40 - testing, $19 - permit
For more information about
obtaining a CT Adult
Learner’s Permit click here
Note that the permit is
valid for two years

These are the
requirements
anyone 18-years
of age, and older
must follow to
receive a
Connecticut
Driver’s License
(this information
is for first-time
license holders).

Exchange of an ID
for a Learner's
Permit

Obtain a
Learner’s Permit and hold the permit for at
least 90 days – to get a permit you will need to:

If you have a Connecticutissued non-driver
identification card, you can
give this I.D. card to the DMV as your forms of
I.D., so you will not need to bring all your
documentation to the DMV. If you do not have
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a Connecticut ID card, follow the instructions
below.

✓ Pass the vision test; it might make sense
to visit your eye doctor before this test.

What to do to get your Adult Learner's
Permit:
Go on-line to make
your learner's permit
test appointment

✓ Pass a 25-question knowledge test. The
test is offered in English, Spanish, Polish,
French, Italian, Portuguese,
Arabic, Russian and
Mandarin Chinese.

• Ensure that you

have the proper
documentation,
see the checklist
at the end of this
document. Note,
if any of your
documents are
not in English
they must be
translated by a
DMV Approved
translator, we
have those services in our High Ridge Road
office.

• If you are a non-U.S. citizen, there are

additional steps, see them at the end of
this document.

• Study for the learner's permit

knowledge test. Get the CT Driver’s
manual, and learn how to get
additional assistance here.

Bring the following to your test
appointment:
1. All of your original documents to
satisfy your identification
2. A copy of your appointment
verification
3. Your glasses or contact lenses (if
needed to pass the vision test).
To obtain your permit, you will need to:

Audio testing is available
upon request at all DMV
Hub Offices and the
Cheshire Testing Center.
If you fail the vision test,
you cannot take the
knowledge exam. If you
fail either the vision or
knowledge test, you will be
required to reschedule online and pay the fees again.
For individuals requiring hearing
interpreter services:
Please visit the office where your appointment
is scheduled before your appointment date so
they can schedule a date and time for
hearing interpreter services from the
Commission on the Deaf and Hearing
Impaired.
A new appointment date and time will
then be scheduled according to the
availability of the hearing interpreter
services.

Going to the Connecticut
DMV
Make an appointment and pay for
the Permit test online at
DMVTeen.ct.gov - Testing fee is $40.00. Here is
a list of DMV Hub Branches and you can only
obtain a license or learner’s permit from a Hub
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Branch. Click on the town’s name to visit
that office’s web page:

• Bridgeport
• Danbury

You must be prepared with all the necessary
documents before the learner’s permit testing
(vision and knowledge testing) will be given.
The permit testing process requires the
applicant to pass a vision test, then a
knowledge test.

• Hamden
• Waterbury
• Wethersfield

Be sure to bring/wear glasses or contacts.

• Willimantic
• Norwalk – ONLY the written test
– road test not offered here

The DMV does not accept walk-ins,
register using the website link
above. You must be prepared with
all the necessary documents before
the learner’s permit testing (vision
and knowledge testing) will be given.
When you arrive at the DMV, your
first stop will be at the information
desk where you will be instructed to
enter your information into the selfservice photo kiosk and receive a
receipt. You will then be directed to
the testing area.
You will need:
A total of $59.00 ($40.00 for
the license testing fee and
$19.00 for the Learner’s
Permit)

The vision test is first, and if a student fails
the test, they will not be allowed to take
the knowledge exam.
The permit is NOT needed to begin classroom
training (but the student must be 16 years
old). But, a permit is required (and must be
in the student’s possession) for ANY on-road
training.
The $40 fee also covers the on-road test.

The Permit Test
The permit testing process requires the
applicant to pass a vision test, then a
knowledge test. Be sure to bring/wear
glasses or contacts. The vision test is
first, and if a student fails the test, they
will not be allowed to take the
knowledge exam.

A completed Application for a
Non-Commercial Drivers
License (R229) application
form.
To begin testing, you will
need to present your kiosk
receipt and the proper
documentation, use the
checklist on the next page to
assist you:

have had a recent
prescription.

To pass the vision test,
your vision must be
20/40 with 140-degree
peripherals or better,
with or without
corrective lenses. If you
wear contacts/glasses,
it’s not a bad idea to
exam and an up-to-date

The permit test consists of 25-questions, and to
pass, you must answer 21 correctly. The test is
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taken on a computer, and you will know
immediately if you have passed the test. The
test ends when either 21 questions are
answered correctly, or if you can no longer
meet the minimum number of correct answers.
To pass the test, you’re going to need to study.
You need to understand the material and the
testing process. The permit test is a four-part,
multiple choice test. Being prepared will go a
long way to passing the test.

Tips to Help You Pass a
Standardized Test
NOBODY likes taking tests, and the permit test
certainly falls into this category. But, with the
proper preparation, you can simplify the
process and increase the likelihood
that
you will pass the test… the first
time!
Don’t make the test a bigger
deal than it needs to be! The
test is difficult, and some people
do fail, so to help, here are some
helpful tips:
Be Prepared - Anything in the CT
Driver’s manual could be on the test.
So, be sure to set up a consistent
study pattern (1-hour a day) well before the
test. Using this type of study model is a much
better way to learn and retain knowledge when
compared with cramming for a test. Here’s
some critical information to know as you begin
studying for the Permit Test:
In CT, the laws and restrictions vary for 16 and
17-year-olds, and adults. Identify the
differences; there will be questions that as your
to understand these differences.
Know how alcohol can affect your ability to
drive, how to prevent getting into these
situations, and the potential legal consequences
of breaking these laws.

up! Vary how you review the materials, and the
manner the study materials are arranged. We
have a very helpful study guide available.
Understand the Test’s Structure - The CT
DMV’s Permit Test is a multiple choice test. Each
question will provide four possible answers, and
it will be your job to select the best answer. So,
to answer a question correctly, it’s often helpful
to eliminate potential answers. Sometimes a
possible answer will contain both correct and
incorrect information. Identify the
inaccurate
information so that you can
remove that
possible
answer.

Get a
Good Night’s Sleep - Sleep is critical to
mental and physical performance. Be sure to
get a good night’s sleep before your permit test.

Fuel Up - Have a good, HEALTHY breakfast the
Vary Your Study Practices - If you study the
morning of the test.
same materials, the same way over, and over
again, the results begin to diminish. So mix it
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Get Comfortable - This goes for:
Clothing
Testing procedure
Testing style - the
CT DMV has an
App available for
both Apple and
Android phones
that contain
practice
questions. This
helps you get a
feel for how
questions are
phrased.
Set Yourself up
for Success Know your strengths and weaknesses.
If you are an auditory learner, bring your
headphones so you can have the questions read
to you (notify the examiner of your intent to use
headphones when you arrive).
Use visualization to help. If you’re having
difficulty understanding a question about
driving, simulate the scenario. Put your hands
on the steering wheel, move your head
appropriately, etc.
If you do not understand a word, ask a DMV
Agent for
help.
If you do
not

understand
the question, ask a DMV agent to word the
question differently.
Take Your Time - Don’t rush. It’s not a race,
and there’s not a time element to the test, so
take your time. Anxiety can lead to you rushing,

so take a breath and take your time.
Thoughtfully considering the questions will
increase your chance of
passing.
Paralysis by Analysis If you’ve studied, and you
know the materials, you
can often cause problems
by second-guessing
yourself. Look for
familiarity in the questionstyle as it relates to the
CT Driver’s Manual. If
you’re having trouble
answering a question, reword it, this often helps
you decide the correct
answer, especially when you’ve narrowed it
down to two potential answers.

License Testing Process
To finish the testing process, you will need to
complete your driver training. Depending on
how you are trained, you will need to hold a CT
Learner’s Permit for a minimum amount of time.
Unfortunately, Connecticut very seldom
recognizes
training done in
another state.
So, the date you
obtain your
Learner’s Permit,
plus how you
train, predicates
when you can
take the on-road
driving test.
So, let's look at how the training process works.

Classroom Training

Take an 8-Hour Drug & Alcohol/Safe Driving
Practices, class

You DO NOT need to have a learner’s permit
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before taking the 8-Hour class.
After completing the 8-Hour Drug & Alcohol/
Safe Driving Practices Class, you will be issued a
CS-1 certificate. This certificate NEVER expires,
so it makes sense to get the class done with
plenty of time before your road test.
If you are
required to take
the 8-hour Safe
Driving Practices
Course:
You can take it at
any time, but you
must take it before
taking the on-theroad skills test.
We probably offer
the most class
options in the state!
Proof of course completion (Form CS-1) must
be presented at the time of the road test.
The High Ridge Driving School offers you
the most options for taking this class!
Classes are offered:
✓ On Thursdays and Fridays usually from 6 pm to 10 pm
✓ On Saturdays and Sundays sometimes we
offer it in
two 4-hour
classes, and
other times you can
complete the course in
just 1-day.
Here is our Adult 8-Hour Drug &
Alcohol Classroom Calendar.

for two years or more, you are not required to
take the 8-hour Safe Driving Practices Course.

Road Training
To do ANY driver training, you need a CT
Learner’s Permit.
You have two options for
on-road driver training:
Have a friend or relative
teach you how to drive
If you choose this option,
the person teaching you
must be at least 20 years
old and have held their CT
driver’s license for at least
four consecutive years.
Visit a driving school for
professional instruction
At the High Ridge Driving
School, you will receive 1-on-1 instruction in a
dual control vehicle with a certified driving
instructor.
To schedule driving lessons at the High
Ridge Driving School, click here
Once you have accomplished the
following:
1. Attended an 8-Hour Drug &
Alcohol/Safe Driving Practices
Class
2. Held a CT Learner’s Permit
for at least 90-days
3. Mastered the skills
necessary to drive on our roads
You will be ready to take the
on-road driving test!

On-Road Test

After holding a learner’s permit for
at least 90-days, Individuals
exempt from this 90-day
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If you had a Connecticut Driver's
License and it has been expired

requirement are:
Active duty military - stationed out-of-state must provide orders and military ID card.

your Driver Education Certificate (CS1
certificate).
This is a small yellow piece of paper that is
given to High Ridge Driving School students at

Any teen permit
holder that held a
Learner Permit for
more than 90 days
that expired on their
18th birthday and now
is applying for an
Adult Learner Permit.
Any customer that
held a driver's
license in the past.
This includes
individuals who have
held an out-of-state
driver's license, US
territory or out-ofcountry license. Must
provide expired license or abstract from
previous state or country.
Keep in mind, if you did not complete the 8Hour Drug & Alcohol/Safe Driving Practices
class before obtaining your permit you must
finish that course before taking the driving test.

the end of the class. Be sure to bring your CS1
certificate with you to the on-road portion of
your road test.
For students 16 to 19 years old, you have
two options for your on-road driving test.
1.Take it at a
DMV
branch
location
(assuming
they offer
the testing)
2.Take it at
a driving
school that
is part of
the DMV’s
Offsite
Testing
program (we are the city’s only school that
is part of this program).

The proof that you have completed the 8-Hour
Drug & Alcohol/Safe Driving Practices class is
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If you’re 19 years old, or younger, learn
more about testing at the High Ridge
Driving School.

Unfortunately, this phone number experiences
very high call volume at certain times. The best
times to call are Wednesdays and Thursday

• All Paperwork is turned in at
the Driving School

• Testing is only available
Monday - Friday

After passing the driving test,
you must wait two working days
before going to Norwalk DMV to
get your actual license. You can
only drive under permit rules
until you have your driver’s
license in-hand.
If you test at a driving school,
you must use a driving school
vehicle for the test.
By CT state law, anyone taking a driving test in
a driving school vehicle must have completed at
least 2-hours of driving in a driving school car.

mornings. For more information, click here.
Using a Driving School Car for the Test
Many students find it very convenient to use a
High Ridge Driving School
vehicle for the driving
test.
You will take 2-hours of
lessons in the car before
the test (this is required
by law), and we will pick
you up, bring you to the
DMV and then drive you
home after the test.

Testing at a DMV Branch
The closest branches that offer the test are
Bridgeport and Danbury (Norwalk does not
provide this service). You must schedule the
test by phone using this number: 800-842-8222

test, click here.

To learn more about using
one of our cars for the

Note: You MUST take the driving test with 2years of completing the knowledge (written
permit) test.
Using your vehicle for testing at a DMV
Branch Office
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You can use your car, a friend’s car or a driving
school vehicle for your on-road test. If you are
using your car (or a friend’s car) make sure the
vehicle is:
✓ Mechanically
sound
✓ Properly
registered
✓ Insured
properly and
you are in
possession of
an insurance
card with the
following
coverage:
o $20,000
bodily
injury
per
person.
o $40,000 bodily injury per accident.
o $10,000 property damage per
accident.
o Does not have illegally tinted
windows
Note, if you do not have a valid driver’s license
you can not rent a car. For additional
information about vehicle eligibility, click here

✓ Proficiency in basic driving skills such as
turns.
✓Other driver
maneuvers at the
direction of the
inspector/license
agent.
✓The road test
usually takes 15
to 20 min.

$84.00.

Upon successfully
passing the onroad portion of
the test you will
be asked to pay
a licensing fee of
either $72.00 or

The amount is determined by the length of your
driver’s license validation period, either 5 ½
years or 7 years depending on your birth date.
Failing the Driver's Test:
• If you fail the vision test, you will not be
allowed to proceed to the other portions of
the test until your vision has been corrected.

What Happens in the Road Test?
The road test evaluates:
✓ The safe condition of the test vehicle.
✓ Ability to properly adjust the seat, mirror,
seat belts ("preparing to drive").
✓ Response to traffic control signs and
signals, signaling, interaction with other
motorists (yielding right-of-way, response
to emergency vehicles).
✓ Backing and parking.
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• If you fail the knowledge test portion, you
must wait one week (7 days) before you can
take the test again and must pay another
$40.00 testing fee.
• If you fail the road
test, you must wait
for a minimum of
two weeks (14 days)
before taking the
road test again and
must pay another
$40.00 testing fee.
Test results are valid
for two years

Non-U.S.
Citizens
Non-U.S. Citizens
seeking a first-time
Connecticut Learner's
Permit or Driver's
License must go to a
DMV Hub Office.
Drive Only Applicants: see below.
IMPORTANT: Documented individuals arriving
in the U.S. with an I-94
stamp in your passport must
visit the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection website
(www.cbp.gov/I94) to obtain
a hard copy of your I-94
document. This document
must be presented to the
DMV along with all other
required documents. See
Acceptable Forms of
Identification.

for Identity Verification for acceptable forms
of identification; see towards the end of this
document.
• Legal presence
in the United
States. If you
were not born in
The United States,
and you do not
provide the DMV
with a valid US
Passport, then your
immigration status
will be verified
through the
Systematic Alien
Verification for
Entitlement
Program (SAVE).
This includes
applicants with
Certificates of
Citizenship and
Naturalization.
Verification of legal status with USCIS may
take ten days, or more and applicants may be
asked to return to the same DMV office when
the immigration results have been approved;
and

To be eligible, you are
required to prove:
• Identity: Please refer to
The Document Checklist
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• Connecticut Residence: Please refer
to The Document
Checklist for
Identity
Verification for
required forms of
proof of
Connecticut
residency.
• Please see
additional
information for
these

particular circumstances:
• Federal Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA or DREAM ACT)
• International Driver Permit holders
• Diplomats
• License Holders from U.S. Territories, Canada,
Germany, France, or Puerto Rico
Federal Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA or DREAM ACT):

Please review federal eligibility for this program.
Applicants who present an I-94 or a valid
Employee Authorization Card (EAC) with the
category of C-33, but do not have a valid
passport or other "primary" document from The
Document Checklist for Identity Verification,
may be eligible to receive a regular (nonverified) driver's license or non-driver ID card.
The I-94 or the EAC will serve as a "primary"
form of identification. Applicants must provide
a valid, signed Social Security card along with
two different pieces of address
verification dated within 90 days.
Issuance is contingent on valid SAVE
results.
Diplomats:
Diplomats must obtain a license from
the U.S. Department of State, Office of
Foreign Affairs, 866 United Nations
Plaza, Suite 265, New York, N.Y. 10017.
For more information, please call the
Office of Foreign
Affairs at 212-826-4500
Applicants with an A1, A2, G1 or G4
immigration classification must provide a
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letter from the Department of State indicating
that he or she is not eligible to participate in the
U.S. Department of
State's driver licensing
program.
License Holders
from U.S.
Territories, Canada,
Germany, France or
Puerto Rico:
A license from
American Samoa,
Guam or U.S. Virgin
Islands, Canada,
Germany or France is
the same as an out-ofstate license.
However, you must obtain an abstract of your
driver record from your home territory before
transferring your license to Connecticut.
The Marshall Islands are no longer a territory of
the U.S. Residents of the Marshall Islands must
provide proper immigration documents to be
eligible for a
Connecticut DMVissued credential.
The DMV will waive
the requirement for
an applicant to
present an abstract
when transferring a
non-CDL license
from Guam for
active duty military
personnel and their
family members.
The applicant's
military
identification or the
family member's dependent identification must
be shown.

Note: A license from Puerto Rico is the same as
an out-of-state license (same requirements as
above). However, the
DMV office you visit
will verify your Puerto
Rico license with your
home territory before
transferring your
Puerto Rico license to
Connecticut. The DMV
will notify you via mail
of your Puerto Rico
license status. The
letter that you receive
from the DMV will
provide you with
information on how to
proceed with the
licensing transaction.

Drive Only License
Avoid unnecessary fees and save time by
following these steps:
3. Collect your documents. Use the Drive Only
License Document
Checklist below) If
your documents
are in a language
other than English,
we have a DMVapproved translator
at our 992 High
Ridge Rd office.
4.Study for the
learner's permit
knowledge test.
Download the CT
Driver’s Manual
and get additional
information here.
5. Make your appointment online for vision and
knowledge tests. Fees will be collected
when making an appointment. There is no
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walk-in testing without a scheduled
appointment. NOTE: See refund policy.
6. When you make your appointment, you will
be required to sign an affidavit stating that
you have filed or will file, as
soon as you are eligible,
an application to legalize
your immigration status.

• Driving school fees. (Vary depending on
school and training needed.)
The purpose of this document is to provide you
with an easy-to-follow guide to help you obtain

7. Bring required documents
to your test appointment.
8. You do not qualify if you
have a felony in
Connecticut or if you
committed identity fraud
at the CT DMV.
9. Once you pass your tests
and are otherwise eligible
(see item 6), DMV will
mail you a learner permit
to practice driving.
10. Meet driver training
requirements with a learner permit. The
requirements vary depending on your age:
11. Ages 16 and 17

your license. You will be visiting the Connecticut
DMV to obtain your license and this information
will help you ensure this process goes as
smoothly as possible.

12. Ages 18 and older
13. Schedule your road test by calling the DMV.
Learn more about the road test.
14. Pass your road test and receive your Drive
Only license at the DMV office.

Be Sure to Review the
Following Checklists

15. Once you receive your Drive Only license,
you may apply for a Motorcycle Permit at the
DMV office.
What it will cost:
• Testing fee: $40 (paid online when
making the appointment).
• Learner's permit fee: $19 (paid online
when making the appointment).
• Drive Only license fee: $72.
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